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pilgrimage. Their art of embalming was for the especial 
purpose of again drawing the soul to earth into re-embodi- 
ment so that it might eventually reach perfection. 

To the Egyptian, death, or the giving up of physical 
life, was simply a passing on to another plane, where the 
soul should be judged and receive sentence according to 
its deeds in the body, and be given another opportunity to 
return to the earth for the sake of continuing its work of 
self-purification. 

This principle of reincarnation, or re-embodiment, 
was the basis of the Egyptian custom of embalming the 
dead. Embalming the dead was not, however, as some 
think, with the idea that the particular body embalmed 
should be reinhabited. It was done merely with the idea 
that there might thus be a connecting link between the 
earth and the soul plane. The custom is based on the prin- 
ciple that everything man touches receives a part of his 
personality. What stronger attracting force could be on 
the earth than the carefully preserved body? Another 
misconception is prevalent even among scholars, to the ef- 
fect that the Egyptians believed that, unless the body was 
preserved through embalming, the soul could not return 
to the earth plane. There is no evidence, however, that 
this belief was entertained by any of the Initiate Priests, 
though it may possibly have been held by some of the un- 
enlightened people. 

The basic reason for the embalming of the body was 
this: to the Egyptian, Egypt was practically a paradise; 
therefore he wished to be drawn back to his own country. 
It was a law well understood by the Egyptian, that, so long 
as the body of man remains preserved, the soul is held to 
the place or near the place of its former existence. Every 
Egyptian of high birth, loving his country, desired to re- 
turn to that country, and to no other. 

Within the Great Pyramid there were three chambers 
of importance. These were the King’s Chamber, the 


